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1. From the Chairman’s Pen
Is this the wet Wairarapa winters we were warned about.  Having only been here for 4 years, we hadn’t yet “enjoyed” a wet winter.  Some of our  Deer Farmers under the ranges have had a lot more wet than us.  When questioned at the pub a week or  so ago the dry comment came back “inches, nah, we are measuring the rain in feet now”.

Still it’s a warmish winter and the grass has generally still grown for reasonable periods.  As I write this we have only had four frost this winter compared to around 20 last year.  I haven’t yet seen the snow on the hill on my morning crossings. 

On the farm, the sire stags are quietening down after the roar.  The scanning is now all done and the 130 or so weaners are growing at a pretty good rate.  We have been in the market for some more stud hinds and the market has been very strong this year.  A hang over from last years good prices, we suspect.

  Still managed to get a few new additions and they’ll arrive from the snow  bound south sometime soon we hope.  So we all now look forward, with some trepidation, to the peak chilled season and see what the market will return this year.  It looks as thought we are going to be around between $5.40 and $6.00 for the most part.  So it looks like we have returned the average price.  It is hard to remember the normal prices after the highs of last year.  Still for those mixed farmers the lamb prospects look OK.

I look forward to catching up with you all at the upcoming events.  To those that remembered to vote at DFA elections, I thank you for your support.  Don’t forget to cast your vote this weekend.

2. Congratulations from the Branch

At the last Branch meeting, it was asked that formal congratulations be made to our Chairman, Andrew Mitchell, on being elected to the NZDFA Council at the last election.  As most of you will be aware, the NZDFA is well on its way to becoming Deer Industry New Zealand and as part of this move, the NZDFA Council has been reduced from seven plus a chairman, to an executive committee of four.  Along with Errol Croad, Andrew Fraser and Peter Fitzgerald, Andrew is now a member of this Executive.


3. Tui Treasure Trail

Sunday, August 18th, 2002

DB Breweries, better known locally as “Tui”, have very kindly agreed to sponsor our mid-winter event this year.   They are donating an assortment of Tui gear plus some complementary refreshments.  FREE TUI!!!!

Departing from the Gladstone Inn, Gladstone, a two hour trail has been organised for your entertainment, with light refreshments included at the conclusion.   Cars are to be at the Inn for a 10.00 - 10.30am start and places must be booked by Wednesday, August 14th with Rachael on 06 370 1051 or at Rodway@xtra.co.nz.  Entry fees are $5.00 per vehicle and per person – i.e. a car with four people would cost $25.00 (this basically covers the cost of the food afterwards.)  Entry fees payable on the day but please confirm by 14th August, as we need to know numbers for catering.

This is designed to be a very light hearted social event and local knowledge will not be important to complete the trail, just sharp eyes and an ability to navigate.  We have put this event together as something for the whole family, kids could probably be better at getting the clues right than the adults, seeing as they have been put together by a simple person!

Please come along and support this event – rain, hail or shine – it will be a good day and with an invitation going out to all the other lower North Island Branches, we may even put on a “Branch Challenge”, if there is enough interest, and it would be a crime if we didn’t win that on our home turf!  Prizes of wine and donations from Wrightson will also be up for prizes.

4. Branch Meeting & Travel Presentations

In the last couple of months there have been two industry organised deer trips – one to China, Mongolia and Russia and the other to South Africa.  Tony Bayliss went on the first of these trips and Neil & Catherine Cameron are currently on the second.  Both Tony and Neil have offered to show the Branch the photos they have of their trips and to tell us what they were like.  This will be combined with a very short branch meeting (half hour) on Wednesday, September 18th.  The meeting will start at 7.00pm and, as usual, will be at the Gladstone Inn, Gladstone.  If you haven’t been along before, please come along as it will be a good chance to meet some new faces and hear some fascinating stories.  I know for a fact that Tony and his trip had to bribe their way out of at least 1 country!

As an added incentive, trout caught on the Taupo trip will be smoked and served up!

5. Voluntary Subscriptions

You will have received the annual voluntary subscription form through the post in the last couple of months – it appears that there has been some confusion over whether or not this is still required.  And the answer is a most definite yes.  Although the structure of the deer industry is changing, this money is what keeps the branches going – we will still be getting $15 back from every subscription paid by Wairarapa members with the rest going towards running costs of head office.  Thank you to those that have already paid and thank you in advance to the rest of you!

6. Field notes on Rangitikei Trip – Neil Cameron

Friday April 26th saw 22 members of the Wairarapa Deer Farmers Branch head to the Manawatu where we met with five members of the Wellington/Horowheuna Branch to visit two notable deer farming enterprises.

Apart from Chris & Roger having a minor brush with the law at Woodville, the trip up passed uneventfully and we arrived at Orlando Country function centre for lunch.  This is a magnificent venue with great food, which was enjoyed, but unfortunately we didn’t have enough time to use the golf driving range or clay shooting facilities – maybe next time!

Next stop was the finishing unit managed by Andrew Bendall.  Up until recently this farm has finished around 800 yearling stags annually in a very intensive grazing system.  Extensive use has been made of new generation Italian rye grasses, nitrogen and also some use of maize feeding.  The objective has been to purchase 60kg weaners in April (both red and hybrid, many by private treaty), with the objective of reaching a 60-65kg carcase weights from October to early December.  As spring feed surpluses become evident, 2yr steers are brought in for control and as stags are marketed, an intensive lamb finishing regime is implemented.

However, this year, due to better contract margins, a large scale lamb finishing operation has been implemented, and no deer have been purchased.

The impressive features of this farming enterprise are its intensity and its ability to adapt quickly to changing market conditions.  The farming of deer is not happening this year, but it is definitely not ruled out for future season.  Food for Thought!

The second visit was to Ken Swainson’s Fallow deer farm south of Halcombe.   Ken farms 900 fallow does and 600 supporting stock on 116ha, plus a few cattle for pasture quality control.  The unit is basically organic with RPR fertiliser used, no sprays with the only obvious chemicals being the use of two Cydectin drenches for weaners (that being their total lifetime anthelmintic exposure).

Farm products are venison and a growing trade in trophy bucks.  Cull stags are marketed at 2 years, at around 25-28kg carcase weight.  The schedule is fixed at $6/kg all year round and the farm supplies Huka Lodge as well as exporting to the USA.  Ken maintained that at the same schedule price, his fallows would generate twice the income that red deer could off a given land area – he believes that an area that would support 20-25 fallow weaners would only support about 4 red weaners.  (However, it is probably worth pointing out that it takes twice as long for the fallow weaners to mature!)

On the temperament of fallow deer, Hungarian are the quietest, Mesopotamian a little flighty but Ken had full confidence in handling all breeds.  He has no qualms handling stags, even in the roar …. he said the stags would never attack him ….. although they might use him as a ladder to climb out of the pen!

This was an excellent farm visit for a group of red deer or wapiti farmers – it gave us all a fresh perspective on the deer industry – will we soon see Fallow deer farmed in the Wairarapa? It certainly provided the basis for some interesting conversation on the way home!

7. Update on Trip to Taupo

This was a huge success, with the exception that the Branch Chairman was deserted by his wife,  he was left at home with the flu!  Although the weather threatened to pack in for most of the weekend, we managed to be inside when the heavier showers came.

A very social crowd of 14 made the journey up to Taupo and it proved to be a very worthwhile trip.  It was good to have an overnight stop and have the opportunity to have some social time with everyone – I think we managed to cause a fair amount of chaos at dinner and there was also a very rowdy crowd in the heated swimming pool with water pistols, but apart from that everyone was pretty well behaved.

The visit to the prison was fascinating and Paul Winterburn and Gavin Sears were both exceptionally informative and also very patient with the never-ending questions that were thrown at them.  They have a very well run deer unit,  part of the prison Tongariro Prison farm, just north of Turangi and have a very  experimental approach to farming deer.  They seem to have tried out all different kinds of things from putting dead stock on erosion prone slopes to experimenting with different crops, with success or failure taken with equanimity.  It was certainly one of those trips where everyone came away with something to think about on the trip home.  Full notes on the trip and the visit to the farm will be attached to the next newsletter.

8. Field Trip Next Year? 

While we were in Taupo, people got thinking about possible ideas for a field trip next year and the Field Days came up as a good option.  This would probably need to be at least a three night and day trip, leaving late one evening, say 6pm and returning 3 evenings later.  We would incorporate one or two deer farm visits and at least one full day at the Field Days.  Anyone interested or with any other suggestions, please come along to the next branch meeting on September 18th.

9. Branch Activities

a) Mid-Winter Tui Treasure Trail

Sunday, August 18th, 10am start.

Information above.  Contact Rachael on 06 370 1051 or at Rodway@xtra.co.nz.  Entry fees are $5.00 per vehicle and per person – i.e. a car with four people would cost $25.00, payable on the day.  

b) Branch Meeting & Travel Evening
Wednesday, September 18th, 2002 – 7.00pm,

Information above – Gladstone Inn, Gladstone.

c) Field Trips - Environmental

Friday, November 8th, 2002, 1pm

This day will now be a field trip to two Wairarapa Properties.  Firstly we will be visiting Jim & Lois Reynolds property, in East Taratahi.  Jim is not a deer farmer – he farms sheep and arable –  but he won one of the recent environmental awards for the tree plantings on his property, which is very flat but beautifully sheltered with exceptional tree plantings.

Then we will move on to Simon & Jim Campbell’s property at Mikimiki.  Jim & Simon won the Supreme Environmental Award in the recent Balance  Agri Nutrients Competition.  The property has an expanding deer herd on it and waterways and wet areas are fenced off and planted.  This has been done over a period of several decades but shows what planting and then time can achieve.  There will be a social time at the end of the day.  For more information contact Rachael on 06 370 1051 or Rodway@xtra.co.nz
d) Branch Day

Saturday, December 14th – time to be confirmed – Please put this one in your diary.

On reflection, those at the last committee meeting felt that a weekend event, with plenty of prior warning, would be the best option.  In a change to the last couple of years, the day will conclude with a BBQ put on by the Branch.  This should make the day more family orientated, and families are encouraged to come along for all or part of the day.  The usual stag walk and velvet competition will both be held, and the day will conclude at Rodway Park for the BBQ.  There will be no cost for the day, but everyone coming along to the BBQ is asked to bring a plate and alcohol.

A more detailed itinerary will be put out nearer the time, along with velvet competition entry forms.  Please remember to hold onto your best heads and put them in the competition.  Consider yourselves reminded, no excuses now!!

10. Deer Notes

MJ Loza is sending out a newsletter called Deer Notes on e-mail every couple of weeks.  If anyone would like to be added to the mailing list for this, please email Rachael on Rodway@xtra.co.nz.  It is a very interesting newsletter, full of very current information and up to date market prices.
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