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What’s in the News this Issue:-

1. Branch Day Round Up

2. Two Year Velvet Competition

3. Richmond Farm Shed Talks

4. Upcoming events

5. NZDFA Update

6. Date of AGM

7. Date of next meeting

1. Branch Day Round Up

Overall this was another successful day – however the extremely windy conditions made life interesting for both the studs participating in the stag walk.  Alan Griffin was very unfortunate and ended up putting one of his stags down and Rodway let their animals out of the shed before anyone arrived because one animal had a bez tine snapped and had to be velvetted.

Last minute velvet entries made the competition very strong and there was plenty for the judges, Tony Pearse, Mark O’Connor and Peter Crowle to discuss.  Results are listed below and, it was good to see a some different names on the cups.  Overall, all of the velvet was well presented and nothing was marked down or disqualified on damage or condition, which was very pleasing.

Results:

Stud Class – South Wairarapa Veterinary Services

Place
Breeder


1st
Sherwood
West Bush Deer Stud



2nd
Matai 
West Bush Deer Stud

3rd
Markos
West Bush Deer Stud



Commercial Red Stag Class – Alexander’s Deer Stud 

Place
Breeder


1st

Tony Bayliss

 

2nd

Te Parae



3rd

Simon Campbell

4th

Te Parae

5th

Tony Bayliss



Wapiti Stag Class – Dave Anderson Limited

Place
Breeder


1st

Dean Wilkinson


2nd

Quentin Connell

Best Three Commercial Heads Class – Sharpes Grain & Seeds

Place
Breeder


1st

Hukanui Deer



2nd 

Te Parae

 

3rd

Phil Grey

4th

Neil Cameron



Hard Antler Class – Wrightson Masterton

Place
Stag
Breeder


1st

Glenn
Rodway Park 
2nd

Royal Enfield
Rodway Park

The more informal BBQ at Mike and Ann Allen’s at the conclusion of the day was a very successful idea.  Many thanks to Mike & Ann for all their hard work in preparation for the day and food provided – the house and garden looked a picture and the mature trees around the property did a wonderful job of blocking most of the wind!  A raffle was held, with all those present given raffle tickets and Gillian Atkinson won the framed print of a stag, Roger Wood’s children won a copy of “The Last Great Adventure” video.  Bottles of wine were presented to Tony Pearse, Peter Crowle and Mark O’Connor for judging the velvet competition and to Mike & Ann in appreciation for their hospitality.

2. Two Year Velvet Competition

Saturday, February 8th, 2003

There are a couple of changes to this day.  Firstly all the viewing will be at West Bush Deer Stud, courtesy of Alan Griffin, so if you want to come and see the velvet please don’t go to Wrightson.

Secondly, for those interested in attending the dinner, this has also been given a change of venue.  Dinner will now be at the Slow Food Café, High Street, Masterton at 6.30pm.  If you haven’t booked and would like to come along please let me know as soon as possible – 06 370 1051.

3. Richmond Farm Shed Talks 

Tuesday, February 11th.  Meeting at Copthorne Resort Solway Park at 10.30am.

Richmond are holding a series of shed meetings around the North Island in February in order to inform us about the current venison situation and future developments that are being implemented.  This is an informal event and farmer participation will be welcomed and is encouraged.  Speakers will include Chris Newton (Chief Marketing Manager & Director, DINZ), Nick Sherwood (Marketing Manager, Richmond Venison) and Brian Martin (Marketing/Procurement Manager, Richmond Venison).  If you have any concerns, queries or ideas, February 11th will be the time to air them.  See you there.

4. Upcoming Events

Planned events for the year are still in the outline stage but are summarised below.  Once dates and other items have been organised a full programme will be put out (next newsletter):

April
Hawkes Bay Deer Farmers to visit Wairarapa for weekend

(This will hopefully combine two farm visits, lunch at Te Parae, wine tasting, a short treasure trail and a pre-duck shooting clay shoot)

May 5th
Branch AGM at Gladstone Inn, Gladstone


June
Trip to the Field Days – if you are interested please let me know ASAP.

August
Tony Pearse to talk to the branch – on areas of expertise he acquired while at Invermay.  Also available for questions relating to DINZ

October
Another TUI Treasure Trail – this time organised by the boys!!!!

December
Branch Day

5. NZDFA Update

Tony Pearse recently sent through an NZFDA Branch update which I have on e-mail if anyone would like a full copy.  I have summarised the information below:

New faces at DINZ

Alisha Abraham – replacing Megan Burrell – reception, administration and PA to Tony Pearse;

Janice Attril – Quality Systems administrator (replacing Sue Lindsay)

Rob Gregory – 2 Yr appointment to manage the review of the Velvet Welfare Code

Thomas Samuel Loza – born to MJ and Sarah on December 24th (a little young to work yet!)

Executive Meeting


Next to be held on February 7th in Wellington.  Main issues to be discussed are reaction to proposed additions and changes to SAP meetings; “Function & Role of Branches” and reaction and any further response to the reply from the DINZ Board to the communiqué sent to Producer appointed Board members and the Board itself.

Activities for Tony Pearse.

Submission on Proposals to Ban the use of Electro immobilisation devices.  MAF Public Discussion paper no 30

I’m (Tony) writing a paper due on the 28th February 03 that will support the ban on devices that use electro- immobilisation as a handling aid. The GIB supported NAWAC call for this in 2000 and the submission will continue to call for this banning.(devices like “Stock still) on the basis that it is considered to be a painful and an inhumane system of restraint that has no place in the Deer Industry or domestic livestock. It is banned in Europe and provides no analgesia or anaesthetic properties. If any Branch has a strong contrary or supporting view and would like to be included please contact me and I’ll provide the background paper. Or contact Suzanne Main, Policy advisor, Bio security Co-ordination PO box 2526 MAF Wellington. suzanne.main@maf.govt.nz  04 498 9930

Regional Council District Plans

It seems that regional councils continue to develop their environmental plans with or with out consultation from the Deer Industry. We have tried to develop a  coordinated update role by requesting Regional councils to keep Deer Industry New Zealand as informed as possible but that is not always successful. If branches are aware of activity could they advise? Branches should also register with their own regional councils to receive and copy submissions, information and Environmental proposals that can have both positive and negative effects on individual deer farmers. It will be a lot easier to be pro active than reactive.

FMG Rural Excellence Award ( In commemoration of AC Cameron)

 The award is to be presented in Timaru on 29th May 2003. FMG have approached DINZ to ask if any suitable candidates from the Deer Industry would be interested in entering. Applications close on the 31st January 03. I have full details and an application form on Email. The applicants are judged on farming innovation and excellence, on the extra values – community involvement, industry contributions etc. I think with our conference also being profiled in Timaru at this time it is a great opportunity to recognise some of those special farmers that themselves don’t seek recognition but their actions and examples are deserving of the legacy of the AC Cameron Award now the FMG Rural excellence. Please think about it and any candidates and give me a call re entry forms.

Meat and wool Innovations. Farm Monitor programmes

I have met with Mark Aspin, Meat and Wool Innovation re farm monitoring. The current farms in many of the 24 plus regions are winding up with new applicants being sought by the various community groups. There is some interest that deer farms incorporated in the monitor activity should be included. It would require some measure of industry funding to allow this. Total costs of running a monitor farm are about $23k per year and depending on the extent of the deer operation some formula could be negotiated. These farms as you will be aware have huge agricultural profile and there could be considerable upside in formal involvement.  In the past if deer have been involved then they are not included in the monitoring process.  I think also it will be a great opportunity to model the industry production Benchmarking project and also land care and sustainability issues.

Your thoughts and feedback would be appreciated.  We would have to act fairly soon and put a case to Deer Industry New Zealand for funding.
6. 2003 AGM

This will be on Monday, May 5th at 7.30pm at the Gladstone Inn, Gladstone.

7. Date of Next Meeting

Wednesday, March 12th, 2003 at Gladstone Inn, Gladstone at 7.30pm – all welcome.
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