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What’s in the News this Issue:-

1. From the Chairman’s Pen

2. Rumpole Cup Success

3. Chronic Wasting Disease

4. Wapiti Impact on Conception Rates

5. Trip to the Field Days

6. Events for 2003

7. Meeting Dates for 2003

8. Caption Competition

9. Stag escaped

10. Date of next meeting

1. From the Chairman’s Pen

Hi all.  Life isn’t much fun when everybody (other than you) has much too much money.  Such is the trials and tribulations of trying to buy a farm.  Rachael and I are quite going off the Auction idea.  We are seeing a lot of the countryside at the moment.  Just five weeks to homelessness.

On the farming front it seems that most of us are doing the best we can as we weather the snow and deal with the seasonal feed deficits.  Our inputs seem to far outweigh our prospective revenue at this time of the year.  The venison schedule looks like topping out at between $5 and $6 and I have heard some horror stories about weaner prices over the past few months.  When people are paying less for deer than lambs our industry certainly must be sick.

The notes from the visit to the field Days kindly provided by Louise (see below) provide some more food for thought.  I don’t wish to provide more commentary on the annual conference, but Louise’s thoughts brought back memories of the discussion at conference.  Questions are being asked of DINZ and the marketing activity and the forthcoming review of Cervena.  It seems that real traction in our industry only happens when farmers assume some control of the marketing of our products (well done Velexco).  Why is this?  Are our processors really stuck in the margin trade philosophy of commodity production.  Comments abound about the effectiveness of current structures and inclusiveness (all the parties around the table etc) causing a dumbing down of our industry and providing stagnation.  What are you all thinking out there?

The only dim highlight form DINZ at the conference seems to be the imminent access to year round trade in France.  The visit by our Prime Minister to France may just bear some fruit. 

The Fart Tax.   The rest of her gang think creating yet another levy is good idea so this month’s crusade has been to research flatulence.  Stand up and be counted folks.  I think Federated Farmers have stuffed this one up and if we don’t stand up and be counted we’ll pay yet more money for no good reason.  Rest assured the NZDFA and DINZ have been protesting loudly on your behalf.

2. Rumpole Cup Success

At this year’s Deer Industry Conference, the Wairarapa Branch was presented with the Rumpole Cup for the best Branch Newsletter for 2002/03.  So, read on, you may miss something of great importance!!

3. Chronic Wasting Disease.

CWD has no place in New Zealand.  We haven’t got so why should we worry.  Well sad to say that if we don’t monitor for it we can’t say categorically we haven’t got it.  So we need to monitor our deer herds in New Zealand.

According to international protocols we must submit for testing from farms three hundred fresh brains from animals to the scientists.  The year for review ends in September and we have sampled just 14 throughout New Zealand.  How can you help?

If you have any deer that are either,

· Wasting

· Constantly salivating

· Acting irrationally

Then call the vet and they will come and cull the animal and extract the brain and submit it for testing.  Best of all you get paid.  The vets time gets paid and you get $100 per animal.  More than you would get at the works for a hind that has wasted through the winter.  So please get on to it.

What if we don’t do it, well those countries that are monitoring, sadly because they do have the disease, will lobby regulators and ask them to stop our market access (no more venison to Europe perhaps) because our monitoring program does not stack up.  Please help with this if you can.  We need ten to fifteen deer from each branch of the NZDFA to be submitted.
4. Trial to look at the Wapiti Influence on Conception Rates.

(extract from Waikato July Newsletter)

The dispersal of Wapiti genes throughout the NZ Red Deer herd may be one of the factors in the relatively low conception rate of yearling hinds.  Initial findings in the first year of a two year study being carried out by Dr Geoff Asher of Invermay Agricultural Centre has found the genetic invasion of Wapiti genotypes may be a reason that between 15-20% of yearling hinds in NZ failing to conceive.  “Wapiti genes within individuals is negatively correlated with the attainment of puberty, so the greater the proportion of Wapiti the less likely the hind is to reach puberty at 16 months of age.  However, offset against reduction in yearling pregnancy rates are considerable advantages of hybridisation on growth rate of subsequently produced calves.”  Stress and social inhibitors have also been found to be factors in reduced conception rates.  Dr Asher says puberty in red deer usually occurred at 16 months of age so long as the critical weight threshold of 65-70kg has been attained, (not usually a problem in this country) whereas Wapiti cows did not normally reach puberty until around 27 months when they have reached a much higher critical liveweight threshold.  The use of Wapiti as terminal sires was a widespread practice, but many of the resulting hinds were put back into the breeding herd, rather than being used for venison production, resulting in further dispersal of Wapiti genes in red deer herds.

In Dr Asher’s trial 3366 yearling hinds were tested from 5 “Red Deer” herds.  The hinds were pregnancy scanned, had body measurements taken, scored according to visible Wapiti characteristics and had hair samples DNA tested.  Dr Asher described the results as startling, confirming his suspicion of the genetic invasion of Wapiti and the resulting expression of Wapiti characteristics of slower maturing animals of greater liveweight.  The trial will be repeated next year and aims to provide recommendations on how to grow hybrid females to maximise chances of reaching puberty as yearlings.

5. Trip to the Field Days

THE MYSTERY OF MYSTERY CREEK – by Louise Walker
Travelling to Mystery Creek for my first visit to the "FIELDAYS" I conjured up a picture of misty, cold weather; long slow queues of cars and people; gumboots, muddy walkways, heavy machinery and lots of moleskin clad blokes test driving equipment and fondling machinery. That's how it used to be 18 or so years ago, so I'm told.    A far cry from the perfect winter's day that greeted us as we parked immediately opposite the Gate 4 entrance and wandered down the hill into a tidily gravelled easily navigated exhibition.  Travelling with Tony Bayliss and Mike and Ann Allen for 2 days was a fun way to explore the hundreds of exhibits at Mystery Creek , which for 35 years has showcased a diversity of goods and services to the rural sector.

Thousands of men, women and children wandered through and around the smart pavilions.  Some were intensely in discussion with exhibitors, challenging them to prove the merits of their particular product over that which they could buy from their local supplier.  Others were standing a bit further back "overhearing" the information. But all were interested. And we were no exception.  We explored our way through aisles which included indoor and outdoor furniture, indoor and outdoor clothing, wet weather gear, heavy machinery, spreaders, cutters, boats, tractors and atv's, electrical equipment and so the list went on.  Finally we found the food stalls.

What a choice!   Whitebait fritters, emu burgers, "Murray Grey" scotch fillet sandwiches", Asian food. The range was seemingly limitless and tempting aromas wafted through the air.  Apparently there was a burger stall which had venison burgers - but we didn't notice it.

Which brings me to the subject of the deer industry.  After all we were travelling as a little Wairarapa deer industry delegation.  Where was the big exhibit telling the thousands of visitors about Cervena and the New Zealand Deer Industry?  Why were my nostrils not being stimulated by the sumptuous smell of stir fry cervena?  Where was the Graham Brown cooking demonstration?   

It seems ironic that a noxious animal like the Possum had a massively successful promotion with the Possum Fur Design Awards and intimate pieces of apparel drawing hundreds of visitors every day but there was no exhibit or promotion (that we could see) for the Cervena industry.  It remains a "Mystery" to me why this potentially wonderful product is being kept such a secret in New Zealand.  Mystery Creek was just another missed opportunity.  But hey, dinner at the Venison Café in Taihape was superb!

6. Events for 2003

Below is the schedule of events that your committee are organising for you this year – 

PLEASE support us!

· 6th August (Wednesday evening) 7.30pm – Tony Pearse, Producer Executive
Please note CHANGE OF DATE

· When Tony Pearse has previously visited the branch people have asked that he be invited back to speak on some of his areas of expertise, rather than just in his capacity as Producer Executive.  Tony kindly agreed to this.  We have booked him to come along on August 6th and he will be talking about AI and Deer Nutrition.  Tony has many years’ experience in a wide range of deer areas, gained in the time that he was with Invermay in Dunedin.  Tony is an excellent engaging speaker and there should be plenty for all to learn.

· 11th October (Saturday) 2.30PM – Tui Treasure Trail – Part II 
Departing and (hopefully) returning to the Gladstone Inn!!!

For those of you who completed PART I – you will know that the “girls” organising it carried out a massive operation in mis-direction.  The “boys” have now taken on the challenge and PART II will be on a Saturday afternoon, hoping that everyone will find their way back to the Gladstone Inn for a light tea!

· 13th December (Saturday)  – Branch Day
This will combine the velvet competition, stag walk and Branch Christmas BBQ, more details nearer the time.

7. Meeting Dates for 2003

Below are the Branch meeting dates for 2003, these are basically committee meetings but all members are more than welcome at any of them.  Meetings usually last about 1½ hours and the conversation in the bar afterwards lasts for about 2 hours!  All meetings are at the Gladstone Inn, Gladstone at 7.30pm unless stated. 

· Monday, September 13th

· Monday, November 15th 

8. Caption Competition
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Captions please for this outstanding photo (USA) – best caption will be found a suitable prize and the winning caption will be printed in the next edition of the newsletter
9. Escaped Stag

On Tuesday, May 8th, Rodway Park lost one of their potential trophy stags. It is a three year old stag, with a black ear tag (989) and black button in the other ear, and he is quite a grey coloured stag, carrying no antlers.  Having broken down the boundary fence he eventually headed off in a North-easterly direction from Bristol Road and hasn’t been seen since.  If anyone has a stag that matches this description running the outside of their deer fencing or hears of one, please call us on 027 227 2037 or 021 240 9821– do not try to catch him as he is quite flighty.

10. Date of Next Meeting

Wednesday August 6th – committee meeting/presentation by Tony Pearse at Gladstone Inn, Gladstone at 7.30pm – all welcome.  Please note Tony Pearce, Producer Executive of DINZ, will be discussing some interesting topics.
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