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 VENISON SCHEDULE 
 This week (week 39):  $5.12 (up 10 cents from the previous week) 

Down 26% on the 10 year average for this time of year ($6.93) 
 

60kg AP Stag – Published National Average Schedule. 
(Source: Agri-Fax) 
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 UPCOMING EVENTS  

 Fallow Society AGM 
At Venison Packers, Feilding, 10.00 am 

19 October

 Deer Farmers Environmental Awards – Farm Walk at Winners’ 
Wayne and Tricia Aspin, 195 Hatton Road, RD 4, Waiuku : Winners of the premier ‘Sir 
Peter and Fiona Lady Elworthy Environmental Award’ 
The Aspins will be hosting a Farm Walk on their property on Wednesday 12th November. 
Arrive from 11a.m.; bring your walking boots and your lunch, hot water provided. 
Following lunch the farm walk departs at 12 noon and returns at 3 pm. 
All Welcome. 
Directions:   Allow 1 ¼ hours drive after leaving SH 1 South of Auckland.  From 
Waiuku travel up the Awhitu Peninsula towards the Manukau Heads for 29Km. Just 
after Matakawau turn right at the fire station into Hatton Road. Proceed to the Aspins 
farm at 195 Hatton Road. E-mail: aspin@ps.gen.nz   Phone: 09 235 1074 

12 November

 Antler Science and Product Technology Symposium – DISCOUNTED REGISTRATION 
Register before 28 November 2003 to receive discounted registration packages.  See 
www.aspt2.co.nz, or contact Linda Murray by phone (03) 489 9011 or email 
linda.murray@agresearch.co.nz 

28 November 2003

 New Zealand Elk/Wapiti Velvet Competition  
Croydon Lodge, Gore (For accommodation at Croydon Lodge Phone (03) 208 9029) 
Tour of Elk/Wapiti farms on Sat or Sunday.  For more information email Tom May at 
tom@mayfieldelk.com    Book your discounted airfares now! 

24 January 2004

 World Veterinary Deer Congress 
For more information contact Sue Bastiaansen – ph (03) 756 9002, email 
bastiaansens@maf.govt.nz    

21-24 February 2004

 Antler Science and Product Technology Symposium 
Millennium Hotel, Queenstown.  For registration information see www.aspt2.co.nz or 
email Linda.Murray@agresearch.co.nz, ph (03) 489 9011 

24-27 February 2004
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 OTHER NEWS  

 

Tb Funding Resolved 
The Minister of Agriculture, Hon. Jim Sutton, has signed off on a proposal for the 
funding of the Animal Health Board’s National Pest Management Strategy for bovine Tb 
which will see substantial reductions in deer industry payments over the next 5 years. 
 
Instead of a deer industry contribution of $2.7m this year, under the revised funding 
formula, this drops to $1.5 m and down further to $1.2 m in 2005 for 3 years.  This 
represents $7m in savings over the next 5 years. 
 
While the savings to the deer industry are significant and very welcome, it is equally 
important that an acceptable and sustainable funding formula has been arrived at with 
the support of all funding sectors which ensures the continuance of the programme to 
protect New Zealand’s access to export markets. 
 
Numbers of Tb infected deer herds continue to decrease steadily.  As at May 2003, there 
were 69 infected herds, compared with 83 the same time in 2002. For more information 
see http://www.ahb.org.nz   
 

AHB Funding Formula 
approved by Minister - $7m 

in savings for the deer 
industry.

Continuing reductions in 
number of infected deer 

herds.

 

Board Chairman and Deputy Elected 
Clive Jermy was re-elected as Chairman of Deer Industry New Zealand for a further year 
with John Scurr elected Deputy Chairman. 
 
Mr Jermy, who farms at Palmerston in Otago, was first appointed as a Board Member of 
Deer Industry New Zealand in 1993 and has been Chairman since 1999. 
 
Mr Scurr farms at Wanaka and was appointed as a Board Member in 2002 as part of 
the transitional arrangements for the deer industry’s restructuring which saw the 
establishment of Deer Industry New Zealand last year. 
 
Mr Jermy and Mr Scurr were both nominated to the Deer Industry New Zealand Board 
by the Deer Farmers’ Association. 
 
The Board thanked outgoing Deputy Chairman Andrew Thomson of Wellington for his 
outstanding service as Deputy Chairman since 1997.  Mr Thomson is an independent 
appointee to the Board and stood down as Deputy Chairman as part of reforms which will 
see the position of independent appointee abolished when changes to the Board’s 
governing Regulations are made.  Mr Thomson remains a Board Member until these 
changes are made. 
 

C Jermy re-elected Chairman 
and John Scurr elected 

Deputy Chairman of the Deer 
Industry New Zealand Board.

 

China Promotion 
With 1.3 billion people and a rapidly growing middle class China represents good 
opportunities for exporters of New Zealand deer products. Opportunities in China don't 
only exist for velvet, venison and co-products used in Chinese Traditional Medicine but 
some companies also believe, the market for offals warrants investment.  
 
While avid consumers of meat and meat products the Chinese don't have a strong history 
of consuming deer offals.  With education and promotion in mind, some companies, in 
coordination with their Chinese market partners promoted venison and offal products at 
the "Food and Hotel" show in Shanghai from 16-19 September.   
 
Through joint promotional funding, Deer Industry New Zealand contributed towards a 
New Zealand deer products stand, which included promotional materials and a local chef 
preparing dishes for visitors to sample." 
 

Promotion of venison offals 
in China
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Velvet Symposium – Registration Open 
The 2nd International Symposium on Antler Science and Product Technology (ASPT) will 
be held in Queenstown from 24 to 27 February 2004, immediately after the World 
Veterinary Deer Congress. 
 
Details about the ASPT Symposium are available from http://www.aspt2.co.nz    
 
A registration booklet can be downloaded from: http://www.deernz.org/?id=292.  A 
discounted registration fee is available if you register before 28 November 2003. 

Registration is open for the 
2nd Antler Science and 

Product Technology 
Symposium – Queenstown, 24 

– 27 Feb 2004.

Discount for early 
registration.

 

Changes to Velvet Grading Guidelines 
While the main detail of the Velvet Grading Guidelines remains unchanged, there are 2 
modifications which will take effect this season.  These are: 
1 Establishment of a new grade called ‘Super A’ (SA). This grade will operate 

alongside Super A1 (SA1) and Super A2 (SA2) for velvet without good 
conformation. 
In the past several seasons, a new market has developed for SA velvet. The market 
requires a very specific red deer conformation, dark in colour and with well placed 
tynes. For buyers to currently get this product, they need to buy SA grades, pull out 
what they want, and then generally re-trade the rest. This is inefficient because it 
means that as the velvet is re-traded, it competes with velvet that still coming on to 
the market and selling fees also need to be paid twice. 

 
2 Establishment of several new grades and amendment of grades for Regrowth, Spiker, 

Manufacturing and Hard Horn. 
More than 25% of total velvet production is Regrowth, Spiker or Manufacturing. As 
prices for these grades have increased relative to Korean grades, buyers are 
concerned to ensure that the velvet they are purchasing meets the specifications they 
require. These changes will differentiate between velvet where the producer has made 
the effort to remove Regrowth, Spiker and Manufacturing at the correct time.  
 

An update on the Velvet Grading Guidelines will be sent to all producers with the October 
issue of Market Report.  Otherwise, an electronic version of the update can be 
downloaded from: http://www.deernz.org/?id=17  

Changes to Velvet Grading 
Guidelines described.

 

 

Venison Promotion 
The following are a few highlights of venison promotional projects currently underway 
(or recently completed): 
• CD Rom – tool for salespeople, distributors and chefs with videos and information 

covering farming methods, QA, product preparation, fabrication and storage and 
recipes.  Developed in English, this will be translated into European languages after 
consultation with companies and their in-market partners. 

• New Zealand Supermarket Promotion:  Posters and recipe brochures for trade and 
retail promotion to support company promotional programmes in New Zealand 
supermarkets. 

• Dutch retail: 130,000 copies of a recipe leaflet distributed through a Dutch 
supermarket chain. 

• ANUGA: Graham Brown and Geof Christie will both be demonstrating on company 
stands at ANUGA - the world’s largest food show 

Brief notes about some recent 
and current venison 
promotion projects.

 

Fallow Society Hard Antler Contest 
Send your entries in now.  Class One: open to members only.  Class Two: open for all 
comers, with a $20 entry fee for non-members Class Three: selected by popular choice at 
the Society’s AGM (10.00 am, 19 October at Venison Packers, Feilding). 
 
Fallow antlers, whether cut or cast will be accepted and organisers prefer a good, clear 
photo of the antlers still on the buck and measurements of the spread if possible. Scoring 
will be based on ISC. 
 
Send your Heads in by the 10th of October, to Ken Swainson, RD 9, Palmerston North 
 

Entries open for the Fallow 
Society Hard Antler Contest.
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Top 10 Venison Export Markets 
The pie charts below indicate the proportion of total venison export volumes going to our 
top 10 export markets.  While there has been a noticeable move away form reliance on 
key markets such as Germany, France and Sweden (79% in 1999, 64% in 2003), there 
are two important points to note: 
1. Exports to markets within Europe can be difficult to identify as the market to which 

goods are exported aren’t necessarily the market for which goods are destined due to 
the significant amount of trade within the EU. 

2. Europe remains a market for 90% of our exports.   
 
 Top 10 Venison Markets 1999 Top 10 Venison Markets 2003 
 By Exports By Exports 

  GERMANY   BELGIUM   FRANCE
  USA   SWEDEN   NETHERLANDS
  UK   SWITZERLAND   AUSTRALIA
  ITALY   OTHER

 

  GERMANY   FRANCE   SWEDEN
  BELGIUM   USA   AUSTRIA
  SWITZERLAND   ITALY   NETHERLANDS
  UK   OTHER

 
 

Our top 10 venison markets 
and the change over 5 years.

 

Supermarket Tasting Tour Begins 
The supermarket tasting tour started last week with a training day for all merchandisers 
contracted to run the tour.   

 
The training day focused on 
how to operate the mobile 
kitchen, how to cook New 
Zealand venison and the key 
messages to convey to 
shoppers.  All 
merchandisers are 
enthusiastic and energetic, 
and are looking forward to 
helping us promote New 
Zealand venison throughout 
Germany. 
 
The Supermarket Tasting 
Tour will make an 
appearance in German 
supermarkets for 52 days 
over 10 weeks (ending last 
week of November).  

Arrangements are being finalised for the mobile kitchen (picture shown above, with the 
merchandising team) to be used for the rest of the year and throughout January and 
February for company promotions in Belgium and Holland and Germany. 
 
Deer Notes will update the progress of the Supermarket Tasting tour throughout 
Germany over the coming weeks. 
 

Major venison promotion 
kicks off in Germany

 


