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CWD

Chronic Wasting disease

It is notenoughto tell theworld thatwe do
not haveit, we haveto be ableto proveit.

We canonly dothatby testinga significant
number.  According to international
protocolswe must submit three hundred
fresh brains for testing from NZ farms.
Theyearfor reviewendsin Septembeand
we have sampledjust 14 throughoutNew
Zealand.

Do you have a wasting animal, if
SO: Call your vet -

The vet getspaid and you get $100
for the animal.

What to look for:

Animals that are;
* wasting,
» constantly salivating,
* acting irrationally

What if we don't do it ? Well those
countriesthataremonitoring,becauseghey

havethe diseasewill lobby regulatorsand

ask them to stop our market access(no

more venisonto Europeperhaps)because
our monitoringprogramdoesnot stackup.

Pleasehelp with this if you can. We need
at least ten to fifteen deer from each
branch of the NZDFA to be submitted
immediately.

Deer Farmers Seminar

Monday 1st September
Details page 2
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Otago Branch NZDFA Field day
Invermay
1 September 2003

Step into Spring
DINZ presentation plus velveting and venison

Where: Cullen Conference Centre, Block B, Invermay Agricultural Centre,
Puddle Alley, Mosgiel
When:12.30pm sharp

Cost: $ 10.00
Format: The velvet industry update at 12.30pm is by invitation to farmers only.
Other interested deer industry participants are very welcome to attend
from 1.45pm.

Registration: Contact Mandy Bell on 03 4434250 or Craig North on 0272414179

Programme
12.30 pm: DINZ executive teamMJ Loza , J Tacon, R Gregory, T Pearse
Velvet antler industry - prospects and issues in 2003 and beyond.
Removal, compliance, drug registration, research work, welfare and the
development of the velveting code.
Velvet removal - question / answer session.

1.45 pm: DINZ industry review, based on the annual FGM. This will cover
industry issues and the latest in velvet research.
Clive Jermy, Chairman DINZ
MJ Loza, CEO DINZ
Tony Pearse, Producer Executive
Jimmy Suttie, Scientist
3.00 pm: Afternoon Tea

3.30 pm: Finishing for a spring schedule.
David Stevens — Growing and utilizing the grass.
PPCS delegate - venison for the market:
What the consumer is looking for in the product, animal presentation at
the slaughterhouse and comment on the market for the season.

4.30 pm: Discussion on industry issues  Clive Jermy

5.00 pm: The afternoon will finish with an opportunity for informal discussion.
Bar opens — drinks at your own cost.
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Presidents Comment

The last 3 monthshave beenparticularly
busy for the NZDFA and DINZ. There
have been a large number of issues
requiring discussion and comment
including GMO'’s, fart tax, indoor
wintering, the landcare manual, Welfare
Code,CWD testing... Hopefully this will

slow up soonand we can get backto the
basics of growing the grass and the
animals for sale at a decent schedule.

venison and DINZ
September,

Velveting,
presentation - 1
Invermay.

If you arevelvetingany stagsthis season

(all of us!), you need attend this meeting.

Lettershavebeensentto all deerfarmers
inviting them to the velvet session at
12.30pmat Invermayandthe seminarthat
follows at 1.45pm for all. MJ Loza, J
Tacon,R Gregory,and Tony Pearsewill
look at the velvet antler industry
consideringprospectsand issuesin 2003
and beyond. Topics include removal,
compliance, drug registration, research
work, welfare and the developmenbf the
velveting code.

There will be a second session on
velveting at the Dunstan Boat Club,
McNulty Inlet in  Cromwell on
Wednesday 3 September at 7pm.

Invermay Field Day 1 September
1.45pm

This will includea DINZ industryreview,
basedon the annual FGM. Clive Jermy,
Chairmanof DINZ , MJ Loza, and Tony
Pearsewill be speakingJimmy Suttiewill

be giving as an update on some very
exciting developmentsfrom his velvet
researchteam. Following this we have a
sessionon finishing for a spring venison
schedule.David Stevenswill talk about
growing and utilizing the grass. Either
StewartBarnettor Glen Tyrell from PPCS
will then discussvenisonfor the market
andthe marketasit is panningout for the
coming season.

AG ITO

David Curd from Timaru is the first

gualifier for the modern apprentices
schemein agriculture and David has a

focuson deer.Clive Jermywill be making

a presentatiorio him at the Invermayday.

Encouragementor young peopleto enter
the deerindustry hasbeenquietly worked

on throughoutthe year. There are several
groups offering training schemes and

Invermay hasa projectlooking at how to

increase the technology transfer to the

farming community. The Branch is

looking to have a day for 18 to 26 year
olds or there-abouts! Any oneinterested
or with thoughtson contentpleasecontact
me.

Snippets

NZ Society of animal production
seminar, Queenstown, June.

The Society had a full day dedicatedto
deer with some excellent topics covered
including geneticsand feeding. Copiesof
the proceedingscan be obtained from
Geoff Asher at Invermay.
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Submissionson GM in the deer

industry.

Thebranchatits AGM in May proposeca
remit to extendthe moritorium. This was
taken to the NZDFA AGM and passed
with a small ammendmentSubsequently
there was consultation with DINZ'’s
positionbeingreinforced,in summarythat:
policies relating to GM must be driven
foremostby marketand consumemeeds,
basedon soundscienceand at this stage
the industry does not support the
introductionof GM or GM organismsanto
the environmentor the foodchain. DINZ

plus farmer surveysand has beenled by

John Patterson. Despite the good
informationwithin it, | haveconcernghat
councilsandotherauthoritiescould takeit

asa guideon resourcemanagemenissues
anduseit asa basefor their policies. Here
in Otago and particularly in the
QueenstownLakes District, we are well

aware of the time taken in dealing with

resourcemanagemenissues. The manual
is a beginningfrom which we candevelop
the ideas presented Contact Mandy Bell

for more info.

does support the use of GM in laboratoriesJohnes Research Group

Indoor wintering

The DINZ paper on indoor wintering,
which  relayed market concerns from
Europe, has again beendiscussedby the
Board following feedback from the
branches.

The Otago branch put in a submission
coordinatedby Craig North. The gist of

this wasto askfor moreinfo on the market
demands. We suggestedhat the existing
deer QA systemcould cover the indoor
systemdyy increasinghe detailsandcould

consider separate audits of indoor
wintering. We alsoaskedfor clarity on the
classof animalandsystemsoveredby the
DINZ paper.

Landcare manual

This comprehensivedocumenthas been
sentto branchchairmenand variousother
parties such as regional councils in draft
form. It is a tremendousresourcefor
farmersto take ideasfrom, to incorporate
where practical, into their own farming
practices. The documentis basedon 95

Therehasbeena lot of progresswith the
DINZ Board confirming their supportfor
Johnes Disease epidemiology work
through DEEResearch for the vyears
2004/05 to 2007/08. This support is
dependenton acceptableproposals and
milestones being reached plus financial
support from the Branches each year.

We arehopingthatMasseywill havea full
researclproposalreadyshortly. They will
be looking for up to 80 farmswith JD and
80 without JD to becomeinvolved in the
study. The first dilemmawill be deciding
what farmsfall into which category.A lot
of theinitial work will be collatingdataso
it will not be too onerouson the farmers.
Anyone interested please contact Peter
Aitken on 03 614 7482.

Welfare Code

A committee working on a draft of the
deerwelfare codeis seekingfeedbackon
their proposals. The Animal Welfare Act
1999 requiresspecific codesof welfare to
be developedand then put out for public
consultation. The code setsstandarddor
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deerwelfare basedon “good practiceand
scientific knowledge”. The code also
crossreferencesto our QA programmes.
Contact Janice Attrill 04 3816014 for a
code. Submissiongloseat the end of the
month.

RAHC

There have been some changes with
Assuregaining the contractto do the Tb
testing in cattle and movement
control/animallD compliancemonitoring.
At the RAHC meetingnext week Hamish
Dobbie,Assuremanagewill be presentA
numberof farmershavebeenin touchwith
concernsand we will take theseto the
meeting.

With any changetherewill be someshort-
term disruptionsin return for efficiencies
down the track. What we needto do is to
minimize any disruptionsby preempting
themwherewe can. Pleasekeepin touch
with PeterFosteror Mandy Bell sothatwe
are awareof anyissuesandcansortthem
out.

TB and Testing enquiries now to
0800 4 TBINFO

Agriqgual remains responsible for all
disease control management which
includes Tb test allocation, M/C

restrictions, herd statuschanges,overdue
test managementand Brent Paterson
remains as our district disease control
Manager.

The numberof infected herdsis static at
about 22 as any herds moving off
movementcontrol hasbeenbalancedwith
a recent increase in infected herds in
Teviot. Brent is putting in place a

comprehensivgorogrammefor those that
haveinfectionsagainat the first testasan
infected farm. He will also be keepingin

closercontactwith thosefarmssothathelp
is morereadily availablefrom the experts.
Nationallythereareapprox.70 Th infected
deer farms. This gives us 35% of the
infectionsand only about15% of the total

deer farms. With the closer contactwith

Brent and the other Th experts (vector
control and Frank Griffins’ teamat DRL

when necessary)we hopethe numberof

infected farms should move down more
rapidly.

Otago Branch Steering Committee
update

New committeemembers- We are very
pleasedto welcome on board Invermay
representedat each meeting by Geoff
Asher, David Stevensor Jason Archer.
Mike Smith from RemarkablesPark in
Queenstowrnasalsoagreedo helpusout.
The branch due to the high number of
issuescoming throughis very pleasedto
have the extra input. The high workload
hasalso seeneveryonetaking on issuesto
co-ordinate.

Newsletter editor - Peter Foster

Craig North — Secretary, coordinating
response on indoor wintering
KenHarrex and Craig North - runningthe
weaner survey.

Peter Foster and Mandy Bell - RAHC
Mandy Bell — Johnes Research Group
Mike Scurr - Treasurer

Paul Mutch — Balance Environmental
awards

Mike Smith - Database , Welfare Code.
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NZDFA membership

Pleasesupportyour Branch- An invoice

was postedout with DeerIndustry news5

which | know has slipped through some
people’spiles of paper.The OtagoBranch
has increasedits activities substantially
andthereis increasinglymoreto gainfrom

belongingto the Branchandyour financial

support is essential to help this.

Pleasefind attacheda questionnaire,to
help us help you.

To provide the best possible service to
deerfarmersof Otago,we needto gain a
better understandingpf the nature of our
members’operations. This will enableus
to focus our resourcesappropriately,and
supportresearctanddevelopa scheduleof
seminarghatwill beof interestandbenefit
to you. Therefore, we would greatly
appreciateit if you would completethe
attached questionnaire.

Details will be collated for statistical
purpose®nly andcannotbetracedbackto
respondents. The original copieswill be
destroyedandall informationwill remain
completely confidential.

Every survey returnedgoesinto the hat
with a chanceto win a bottle of fine
whisky and a bottle of pinot noir!!! If this
doesn’ttemptyou let us know what will.

Thank you for your time and assistance.

East Otago Deer Discussion Group

Thisis agroupof farmersthathavevisited
nearly a dozendeerfarmsin the last year
with a view to picking up ideasfrom other
farmers.

The July visit wasto Clive Jermy’sBushy
Parkstudfarm. In Junethe group visited
Ditmar Berhensnear Oamaru& George
Stevens place near Timaru. Ditmar
believesthe bestfeedfor fawnsis mothers
milk and provides supplementaryfeed
(nuts) for hindsin February/Marchrather
thanweaningearly. As he has78kgfawns
by 1st March and the heaviestcalvesby
mid Septembemwere 130kg. One of the
reasonsfor weaningearly is to give the
hindsa chanceto put on weightbeforethe
rut, but by feedingoutin Feb/Marchwhen
grassquality is normally poor, Ditmar gets
a scannedoregnancyrate of 95%. Worth
thinking about !

George Steven uses electric fencing to
break up his large paddocksinto 12
smalleronesand cycleshis hinds/ stags
around these. A very interesting and
intensive multifaceted operation, the
downsideis providing supplementaryeed
to some stock for most of the year.

Weaner Survey Fundraiser Update

Thingsnow seemto be backon track after
3 of the weanersdying on 3 separate
properties, from what appears to be
Yersina, | guess this highlights the
importance of Yersina Vaxing weaners
particularly in this casewhere there was
the additional stress of adding just 3
animalsfrom the samepeergroup into a
completely new environment and mob.
The farmers where the losses have
occurred have generously offered to
supply one of there own weaners to
replacethe deathso a big thank goesto
those farmers plus all 10 properties
involved.

The variationin the weightsfrom property
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to propertyhasbeenquite interestingwith
the bulk of the animals gaining 4-8 kg
from April to Juneand the bestof them
doing 14kag.

A reminderto thosefarmersinvolved that
the early springweightis dueon the 1stof
Septemberbut as you will be at the
fieldday at Invernay the next day will be
fine.

We would also like to once again thank
Otago Deer Transport and Big River
Deer for there support in this project.

ACC For Deer Farmers

If your taxable income last year was
$36,000then you would have paid some
$1300to ACC andbeeneligible for some
$550perweekif you hadanaccident. To
havethe samecoverthis yearwill costyou
$1980. A 51% increase. Rumourhasit
that a similar increaseis on the way next
year. ACC has for a long time now
chargedeachindustry on its accidentrate.
Whenthis increasewvasqueriedwith ACC
their commentwas that the accidentrate
hadgoneup lastyearandthatthey hadto
recover costs. - 1% times as many
accidents? Are we havingmoreaccidents

openedthe meetingwith a bitch sessiorto

try and get all the angerout of the way

before they started on their prepared
presentation. Didn’t really work as their

presentation could be described as a
mixture of dubious data and opinion

dressedip asfact which farmers got stuck
into all alongtheway. After thattheytried,

unsuccessfullyto talk about methodsof

collecting the tax.

While the farming presshas beenfull of
the tax and Kyoto, thereare a few points,
someof which cameout of the meeting,
that you might find interesting.

1. The unreliability of the data used.

Little hasbeenmadein the mediaon how
unreliable or questionablethe data is.
Scientists say they have only 40%
confidence in the accuracy of their
measurementghis becameobviouswhen
the figure for methane emissions from
cattle were put at 350 kg/year at the
meeting,but a scientiston TV a few days
later claimed each cattle beastproduced
only 90 kg/year. Onealsohasto question
whetherthe techniquesusedtoday are the
sameas those usedin 1990, if not then
how can you be sure that there is an
increase in  methane emissions. The

or is this the result of creative accounting ?o'Hara report (the report to Government

Flatulence tax

Reporton “Consultation” meetingon the

Belch tax, DINZ submissionplus other
thoughts.

The “Consultation” meetingwas supposed
to be on how to levy the flatulence tax.

Farmerswere having none of that, they

only wantedto debatethe basisfor a such

atax, nothowto collectit. Theorganizers

on agriculturalemissions thebible for the
tax) states (p24) Measurements of
emissiondrom agricultural land and farm
animalsis technicallydifficult and subject
to uncertainty.

Dataas questionableas this shouldnot be
used as a basis for taxation.

2. Kyoto requiresthat emissionsbe held
to 1990 levels, so the tax is basedon the
supposedncreaseof methaneand nitrous
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oxide since then. According to the
Governmentagricultural emissionshave
increasedsince 1990 and that is the basis
for the tax. However,as severalspeakers
pointed out, the numberof stock on NZ
farmshasdeclinedby 7.7% since1990so
how can we havean increasein methane
emissions. According to the Hodgson'’s
disciples we are feeding our animals
better,but accordingto the O’Hara report
methanedevels decreasdrom 35 g/kg dry
matterto 26 g/kg whenanimalsare given
higher quality feed.

The reportalso says(p33), Comparedto
1990, methaneemissionsvere6.17%less,
a fall largely attributable to the fall in
sheepnumbers Then they say that by
rejigging the figures to take account of
productivity as well as numbers, that
methaneemissionswill rise16%by 2010,
comparedto 1990 levels. Now how do
you figure that out !

The boffins answerto this wasto saythat

productivity was up so that the sheep
killed in 2000exceededhatkilled in 1990,

but omitted to point out that the national
sheepflock declinedconsiderablyandthat

a significantproportionof that kill would

be capital stock. They also point out that

the numberof lambsraisedhasincreased
but lambs spend most of their time

drinking milk and only in the last few

months digest a significant amount of

grass,so methaneemissionsfrom lambs
cannotbe ratedasequivalento ewes. The

supposedincrease in methane is very

questionable. The assumptions made
appear to be enormous.

3. The DINZ submission makes the
following points (therewerea total of 129

points madein the DINZ submissionbut
they repeatedly went back to these 6
points.

10. The Pastoral GreenhouseGases
ResearchConsortium (PGGRC) already
has a programmein place to research
practical and cost-effectivavaysto reduce
agricultural emissions.
11. The PGGRC programme was
developedafter an analysis of farmers’
needs, realistic targets, and funding
priorities.
12. The PGGRC has already
successfullydealt with the issuesraisedin
the DiscussionDocumentregarding role,
corporate structure, governance, IP
management and ownership and the
commercialization of IP.
13.  Fundingfor agricultural emissions
researchshouldbe fundedby agricultural
organizationsas it is today — voluntarily
by the PGGRC with input from funders
and users and a focus on sensible,
practical and cost effective mitigation
options for the following reasons:

* ltis already supported by industry

» Avoidscostsof establishinga new

additional bureaucracy and
ongoing operating and compliance
costs

» Analysisof needs,identification of
realistic targets and establishment
of funding priorities has already
been carried out.

 Focus is on practical and cost-
effectivesolutions— more likely to
be implemented, thereby better
achieving emissions targets.

» This allows a rational cost/benefit
approach to research investment
decisions.
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e It removes the inefficiency and
distortionary effect of funding
research compulsorily under
Regulations.

» Removes the arbitrariness of
decisionsmade on such things as
thelevel of emissionoverwhichan
industry will be levied.

» Any additional research required
by governmento be undertakerfor
NewZealand’sbenefitcould still be
funded by government through
general taxation.

14. For thesereasonsDeer Industry
New Zealandis strongly opposedto the
establishmenbf the proposedAER Body

and its associated bureaucracy and costs.

15. Deer Industry New Zealand
submitsthat the proposedAER levy and
AER body shouldbe abandonedn favour
of continuing with an industry-driven

research programme through the PGGRC.

4. 75% of theworld is coveredby ocean
all of which contains algae or
phytoplankton  that carry out
photosynthesisnd in addition makelittle
calcium carbonateshells for themselves
(also madefrom CO2). As they die the
shellsfall to the seabedto form limestone
and so lock up the CO2.

Theremaining25% s land of which about
60% is desert,ice (Antarctica, Greenland
etc), arctictundraor high mountainranges
that grow virtually nothing. That leaves
only 40% of the land, i.e. 10% of the

earthssurfaceto grow anythingsignificant
in the way of plantsandin much of that

10%, growth is restrictedfor considerable
parts of the year by cold, drought or

mineral deficiencies/excesses.

In contrast, the production of organic
matterin a column of seawateris of the
order of 300,000Tonnes/ Ha / yearand
where nutrients are high can be 6 times
that figure.

A slight increasein oceantemperatures
would probably increaseCO2 absorption
considerably.

Do you start to get the feeling that the

amount of forest you might grow is

insignificant? In fact the whole of New

Zealands utterly insignificant. Thatis not

to saythat we shouldnot do our bit along
with therestof theworld, butif the restof

the world doesnothingthenwe would be

pretty stupidto indulgein self flagellation.
Kyoto, for the Labour Governmentis

aboutpolitical posturing,not aboutsaving
the world.

It is alsoof interestto notethatanalysisof

Antarctic ice cores has shown that
atmospheric CO2 frequently peaked
immediately prior to previous ice ages !!!
In addition the concentration of

atmosphericCO2 90 million yearsago
was 24 times higher than today.

Weaner Weighing

Currentpracticeis for stockto be paid for
on weight. This weight is usually
determinedby weighing the truck loaded
and empty. This poses a number of
problemsandgenerallyresultsin the seller
losing significant income.

What is the weight of an animal.

Ideally it would be the weight of the
animalasit is in the paddockundernormal
grazing conditions. However, to stop
farmersstoking animalsprior to saleand
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to allow some emptying of urine and
faecesit hasbeenconsideredhat 4 hours
off feedat time of weighinggivesa good

reliable weight for the animal.

In thatfour hoursa fawn will loseaboutl

kg.

Weight lossesafter that are mainly dueto

water loss from panting and increased
urine flow, both of which are increased
significantly when under stress. If the

animal is trucked any distancefrom the

sellers farm before weighing then the

animalwill be losing water at over 300 g

per hour.

This weightis madeup againwithin a few

days once back on feed.

Therearealsoothersignificantlossegjuite
independenbf the lossin water from the
animal. Theserelate to the problemsof
weighing the trucks.

After 4 hoursany urine or faecesthat are
now deposited in the truck constitute
weight loss that was part of the animal at
four hoursoff feedbut may be still on the
truck whenit is weighedempty. To avoid
this the tare weight of the truck shouldbe
obtainedprior to picking up the stock, not
after.

The scalesusedto weigh trucks can vary
considerably. Weighing, empty and full,
on the same scales does not guarantee
accuracy. A 3% errorin thesescaleswill
produce a 200kg error on a truck and
trailer load of fawns (3% of thefull loadis
more than 3% of the empty weight).
Scalesused for gravel/sand/limeetc get
cloggedwith dirt very quickly with effects
on accuracy.

Trucks drive onto scales, an operator
presseghe button to get the weight, was

thatdonebeforeor after the driver got out
?

Did the truck refuel immediately prior to
weighing both for empty and full weights
or did the driver just use the statedtare
weight of the truck ?

Even with the most conscientiousdriver,
considerableerrors can occur which are
difficult to explain. This wasshownwhen
a farmer with certified scales weighed
stock immediatelyprior to loading on the
truck and trailer. When the truck was
weighedan hour later there was a 200kg
difference.

Some breeders who have a good
relationship with the buyer come to
agreement about use of the sellers scales,
most are not so fortunate. A remit that was
put to the AGM to set out conditions for
use of farm scales was not carried but
passed on to QA and Transport operators
to consider.

There are two solutions that may be
practical, one is for the breeder to have
their scales certified and to use those under
conditions agreed by buyer and seller.
Another would be to have a truck
weighing pad built on the property and use
scales, like those used by police, to weigh
the truck on arrival and departure from
sellers farm. In the latter case it would be
more sensible for the scales to be owned
by the trucking company. The expense of
building a concrete pad for weighing
would be minimal compared to the annual
loss from the above problems.
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Otago Branch, NZDFA, SURVEY
August 2003

Name : Phone number:

E-mail

a. Property location: District Nearest town/settlement:

b. Land location (please circl&®oastal Inland Mountainous
(0 - 20 km) (High Country)

C. Main land topography (please circle):

flat / flat & rolling hills / rolling hills / rolling hills & steep / steep
/ other (specify)

Survey
d. Number of breeding hinds (please circle): Please return to Mand
Bell
<100 / 100-400 / 400-800 / >800 [ Criffel Station, Box 36,
Wanaka
e. Number of velveting stags:
Or take to seminaron
September 1st.
f. Main species (please circle):
Entriesreturnedgointo
red / redxwapiti [/ elk-wapiti draw for bottle of fine
| fallow whisky and a bottle of
Pinot noir.
g. Main production system (please circle):

breeding/weaner sales / breeding/venison / venison / trophytoudrism
breeding/velvet antler / venison/velvet / other

Please write your approximate farm area in hectares or acres

h. What proportion of your farming operation is deer?

20% / 40% / 60% / 80% / 100%
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I. Circle other enterprises: beef / sheep / cropping / tourism
J- What would you like to see in seminars organized by the branch?
(Please circle):
Nutrition / Velveting / Fertilizers / Feed Conservation /
Venison Production / Reproduction / Pastures

Other

k. Branch Newsletter — Is it of interest? Yes /No

What would you like to see more of / less of?

Please fill in as much as able or comfortable. Add any other comments on another sheet if
you wish. Please return to Mandy Bell, Box 361, Wanaka

PRE TUP WITH

KICKSTART is a live multifunctional complex formulation of natural products
far enhancing digestive efficiency, animal performance and healtf.

QPHONE: 03 4847721
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